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Richard Kruzik — 2. housle / 2. violin
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Program

Vitézslava Kapralova
Smyccovy kvartet ¢€.1, op. 8

1. Con brio
2. Lento
3. Allegro con variazioni

Leos Janacek

Kvartet pro dvoje housle, violu a violoncello
LListy dGvérné®, JW VII/13

1. Andante
2. Adagio
3. Moderato
4. Allegro

Prestavka

Vitézslav Novak
Smyc&covy kvartet €. 2 D dur, op. 35

1. Fuga: Largo misterioso
2. Fantasia: Allegro passionato ma non troppo presto —
quasi scherzo — largo misterioso
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Programme

Vitézslava Kapralova

String Quartet No. 1, Op. 8

1. Con brio
2. Lento
3. Allegro con variazioni

Leos Janacek

Quartet for Two Violins, Viola and Cello
“Intimate Letters”, JW VII/13

1. Andante
2. Adagio
3. Moderato
4. Allegro

Intermission

Vitézslav Novak
String Quartet No. 2 in D major, Op. 35

1. Fuga: Largo misterioso
2. Fantasia: Allegro passionato ma non troppo presto —
quasi scherzo — largo misterioso
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Autofi skladeb vecera slozeného z modernich smy¢&covych kvar-
tetd maji Uzky vztah nejen k Brnu, ale také k moravskeé lidové
hudbé.

Brnénska skladatelka Vitézslava Kapralova (1915-1940) pat-
fila k mezivale¢né generaci skladatell a skladatelek, ktera tvo-
fila pfechod mezi pozdnim romantismem a stfizlivéjSim stylem
francouzské moderni hudby. A¢koliv Kapralova pochazela z pro-
minentni hudebnické rodiny, studium skladby a dirigovani na br-
nénské konzervatofi nebyla v jeji dob& samozfejmost. Pozdéji
pokracovala ve studiu u Vitézslava Novaka v Praze. Ten oceno-
val jeji cit pro zhudebriovani lyrickych basnickych predioh a tuto
tvorbu ji doslova musel zakazovat, aby se zdokonalovala také
v jinych formach. Tvorba pro smy¢&cové nastroje neni pro Kap-
rélovou typicka — ale jen obtizné mUiZeme usuzovat na obecné
charakteristiky jeji tvorby, kdyZ zemrela v pouhych 25 letech. Jeji
talent byl ovSem neoddiskutovatelny a navzdory jejimu miadi ji
prived| k provedeni jeji Vojenské symfonietty v Sele Ceské filhar-
monie pred prezidentem republiky a o rok pozdéji provedeni této
skladby fidila v ¢ele orchestru BBC. Jediny skladatel€in Smyc¢co-
vy kvartet, op. 8, byl zkomponovan v letnim sidle rodiny na Trech
studnich o letnich prazdninach po ukonceni studia konzervatore.
Je komponovan v modernim stylu s rozsifenou tonalitou, zahus-
ténymi harmoniemi a propracovanou rytmickou strankou, ktera
misty vychazi z lidovych zdrojd. Vyrazné z néj vystupuje autorcin
lyricky talent a silna emocionalita. Je zde také mozné uvazovat
o vlivu Janackovy tvorby, napfiklad v uziti nékterych melodickych
figur, i kdyz kazdy ze skladatell hovoti zcela odlignym hudebnim
jazykem. Kvartet byl poprvé proveden Moravskym kvartetem
5. fijna 1936 v Brné.

Oba smyc¢cové kvartety Leo$ Janacek (1854-1928) zkompo-
noval béhem poslednich péti let Zivota, proto patfi k vrcholnym
dilim nejen jeho tvorby, ale také svétové moderni hudebni lite-
ratury. Zaroveri mlzeme oba povazovat za programni dila, nebot
se vztahuji k mimohudebnimu obsahu. V pfipadé 2. smyccové-
ho kvartetu je to drama pfimo autobiografické. Zkomponované
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bé&hem tfi tydnd ,v ohni“ s podtitulem ,Milostné dopisy®, ktery
autor pozdéji upravil na ,Listy milostné“ a kone¢né ,Listy dd-
vérné®. Toto Janackovo posledni zivotni vzplanuti patfilo Kamile
Stdsslové, manzelce piseckého obchodnika, jez se promitla
jako inspirace i do nékolika dalSich jeho vrcholnych dél v€éetné
oper. Janaéek plvodné také uvazoval o obsazeni violy d’amore,
kterou pouZil v nékolika operach ¢i symfonii Dunaj, nicrnéné

z praktickych ddvodU tento napad nakonec opustil. Pomineme-li
osobni pfibéh, zlstava tu niternad genidlni kompozice napécho-
vana emocemi, jez misty uziva nahlych zvratl a ostrych stfihd,
které oddéluji bloky kontrastniho hudebniho materialu, v nichz
se stfetavaji nervozni a exaltované pasaze s lyrickymi vroucnymi
plochami. Material kvartetu se flexibilné pohybuje mezi modali-
tou typickou pro lidovou pisen a dur-mollovou diatonikou.

Jako zak Antonina Dvoraka patfi Vitézslav Novak (1870-1949)
spolu s Josefem Sukem k zakladatelské generaci ¢eské moderni
hudby. Nékdy byva ve srovnani s nim povazovan spiSe za inte-
lektualni typ skladatele, coZz mlze souviset s jeho pedagogickym
plsobenim na mistrovské Skole prazské konzervatore. Z ni vze-
la cela fada vynikajicich skladatell a skladatelek. Jako skladatel
si Novak vazil zejména J. S. Bacha, L. van Beethovena, F. Schu-
berta nebo H. Berlioze. Nicmméné snad jesté silnéjSim vlivem pro
néj byl ¢esky, moravsky a slovensky folklor, kterym se intenzivhé
zabyval a ktery prepracovaval. Palhodinovy Smyccovy kvartet
C. 2 D dur je dilem je$té mladého, avsak jiz zkuSeného sklada-
tele. Nezvyklé je jeho dvoudilné feseni, jehoz prvni ¢ast zaujima
fuga ve volném tempu, jez postupné ziskava na vroucnosti
a gradaci. Druha véta exponuje nékolik charakterové odliSnych
typU hudby, od zatéZkaného Uvodu pfechazi ptes lyrickou ¢ast
ke scherzové plose, aby nakonec vplynula do dlouhého zpévne-
ho zaveéru.

Martin Flasar
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The composers of this evening’s pieces, consisting of modern
string quartets, have a close relationship not just to Brno, but to
Moravian folk music as well.

Composer Vitézslava Kaprélova (19156-1940), who came from
Brno, belonged to the interwar generation of composers that
represented a transition between late Romanticism and the more
sober style of modern French music. Although Kapralova came
from a prominent musical family, studying composition and con-
ducting at Brno Conservatory was not a matter of course at the
time in which she lived. She later continued her studies with
Vitézslav Novak in Prague. He appreciated her feeling for set-
ting lyrical works of poetry to music, though he literally had to
forbid her from working on this in order to give her the chance
of improving in other forms of music. Writing for string instru-
ments is not typical of Kapralova, though it is difficult to judge
the general characteristics of her work as she died at the age of
just 25. Her talent was, however, indisputable and, despite her
youth, led her to conduct her Military Sinfonietta with the Czech
Philharmonic in the presence of the President of the Republic
and then to conduct a performance of this composition a year
later with the BBC orchestra. Her String Quartet, Op. 8, the com-
poser’s only string quartet, was written at the family’s summer
residence in TFfi Studné during the summer holidays after she
had completed her studies at the conservatory. It is composed
in a modern style with an extended tonality, condensed harmo-
nies and a sophisticated rhythmic aspect that is, in some places,
based on folk sources. It clearly shows the composer’s lyrical
talent and immense emotionality. It is also possible to consider
the influence of Janacek’s work here in, for example, the use
of certain melodic patterns, even though the two composers
each speak a completely different musical language. The quar-
tet was first performed by the Moravian Quartet in Brno on
5 October 1936.

Leos Janacek (1854-1928) composed both his string quartets
during the last five years of his life, which is why they belong
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among his greatest achievements and the masterpieces of
the world’s modern musical literature. They can also both be
considered “programme pieces” as they relate to non-musical
content. This is drama of a directly autobiographical nature

in the case of his String Quartet No. 2. It was composed dur-
ing three weeks “on fire” with the subtitle “Love Letters”, which
the composer later changed to “Letters of Love” and finally to
“Intimate Letters”. This last great passion in Janacek’s life was
ignited by Kamila Stdsslova, the wife of a merchant from Pisek,
who also inspired several of his other masterpieces, including
operas. Janacek also originally considered writing a part for
the viola d’amore, which he had used in several operas and the
Danube symphony, though he eventually abandoned this idea
for practical reasons. Leaving aside the personal story, what
remains is an intimate and ingenious composition loaded with
emotions, which at times uses sudden twists and sharp pat-
terns that separate blocks of contrasting musical material in
which nervous and exalted passages collide with lyrical fervent
surfaces. The quartet’s material moves in a supple manner be-
tween the modality typical of a folk song and diatonic chords in
D minor.

As a pupil of Antonin Dvorak, Vitézslav Novak (1870-1949)
belongs along with Josef Suk to the founding generation of
modern Czech music. Sometimes compared to him, he is con-
sidered more of an intellectual type of composer, which may
be associated with his teaching work at the Master School at
Prague Conservatory, from which a number of excellent com-
posers, both male and female, emerged. As a composer,
Novak particularly valued Johann Sebastian Bach, Ludwig van
Beethoven, Franz Schubert and Hector Berlioz, though Czech,
Moravian and Slovak folklore, which he studied intensively
and reworked, had perhaps an even stronger influence on him.
The half-hour String Quartet No. 2 in D major is the work of
a composer who, although still young, is already experienced.
Its two-part solution is unusual. The first part takes the form
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of a fugue at an easy tempo, which gradually grows in fervour
and gradation. The second movement features several types
of music of different character; from a weighted introduction

it moves to a lyrical section and then to a scherzo, before flow-
ing finally into a long melodious conclusion.

Martin Flasar
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Janackovo Kvarteto

Janackovo kvarteto vzniklo na brnénské konzervatofi v roce 1947
z fad studentU. Diky vynikajici interpretaci dél Leoge Janacka
ziskal soubor pravo nazyvat se jménem tohoto vyznamného
skladatele. V roce 1955 podniklo Janackovo kvarteto, v dnes jiz
legendarnim slozeni Jifi Travnicek, Adolf Sykora, Jifi Kratochuvil,
Karel Krafka, prvni zahraniéni turné a v prlbéhu nékolika let po-
kryla umélecka ¢innost souboru vSechny svétadily. Jiz osmé
desetileti plsobeni na koncertnich pddiich si pfirozené vynutilo
postupné zmény v obsazeni souboru, ale interpretaéni kanon

a expresivni projev stale zUstavaji obrazem hry Janackova kvarte-
ta. V soucasnosti hraje soubor ve slozeni: Milo§ Vacek - 1. hous-
le, Richard Kruzik — 2. housle, Jan Rezni¢ek — viola, Lukas Po-
lak — violoncello. Jana¢kovo kvarteto vystoupilo na vyznamnych
svétovych festivalech (Bonn — Musikfestival, Edinburgh — Fes-
tival, PraZské jaro, Schleswig-Holstein — Festival, Festival — Ali-
cante — Actual ad.), koncertnich sinich (Londyn — Wigmore Hall,
Edinburgh — Quins Hall, Tokio — Bunkakaikan, Osaka — Phoenix
Hall, Soul - IBK Hall ad.) a nahravalo pro proslulé nahravaci spo-
le¢nosti (Deutsche Grammophon, Naxos atd.).

10
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The Janacek Quartet

The Janacek Quartet was founded by students at Brno Con-
servatory in 1947. The ensemble earned the right to name itself
after the distinguished composer thanks to its outstanding in-
terpretation of the works of Leo$ Janacek. The Janacek Quartet,
in the now legendary composition of Jifi Travni¢ek, Adolf Sykora,
Jiti Kratochvil and Karel Krafka, undertook its first foreign tour
in 1955, and the ensemble’s artistic activity then covered all the
world’s continents over the course of a few years. Eight decades
of performances on concert stages have naturally necessitated
gradual changes in the composition of the ensemble, though
its interpretation and expression have remained faithful to the
traditional musicianship of the Janacek Quartet. The ensem-
ble is currently made up of: Milo$ Vacek - first violin, Richard
Kruzik — second violin, Jan Rezniéek — viola, Lukas Polak — cello.
The Janacek Quartet has performed at major world festivals
(Musikfestival Bonn, the Edinburgh Festival, Prague Spring, the
Schleswig-Holstein Musik Festival, the Alicante Festival, the
Actual Festival, etc.) and concert halls (London’s Wigmore Hall,
Edinburgh’s Queen’s Hall, Tokyo’s Bunka Kaikan, Osaka’s Phoe-
nix Hall, Seoul’s IBK Chamber Hall, etc.) and has made record-
ings for renowned record companies (Deutsche Grammophon,
Naxos, etc.).
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